What the Jewish Passover and
the Christian Easter have 1in
common

Not Christmas, but Easter is the highest festival of
Christianity. But how is the date of Easter actually
calculated? Why do the Jewish Passover and Easter take place
at around the same time? And why exactly then does Orthodox
Christendom always leave a common date for Easter? A stroll
through the intricate history of the Easter calendar.

As “Christmas Christianity” the Munich Protestant theologian
and journalist Matthias Morgenroth has aptly described how in
Germany and other western secular countries “the current shape
of the Christian religion 1is revealed”. But that for
Protestants in truth Good Friday and for Catholics Easter
Sunday is the highest church holiday — this rumour persists to
this day. It is true that the Easter cycle beginning with
Maundy Thursday is the real high point in the Christian
festive circle.

Whether Danish (Paske), Turkish (Paskalya), French (Paques),
Italian (Pasqua), Dutch (Pasen) or Finnish (Paasiainen) — most
European languages still carry the memory of the Jewish
Passover or Passover celebration within them. The German
“Easter” we probably have to owe to missionary Iro-Scottish
monks. As in the English “Easter”, the word contains either an
old Germanic word for dawn (which could be related to Eos, the
Greek goddess) or the name of an Anglo-Saxon goddess of light
(“Ostara”).

Light symbolism, then, but nothing certain is known — just as
it is not certain why Maundy Thursday is called what it 1is
called. That its “green” is supposed to come from the Grienen
or Greinen der BuBer is not very plausible, since the day had
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already been a day of church joy since the 4th century, on
which the previously excommunicated were admitted to Communion
again after repentance and forgiveness.

Crucifixion on a holiday?

If the roots of Easter lie in the feast of Passover — why do
Christians and Jews rarely celebrate at the same time? Rarely
is it the case that — as was last seen in 2019 — the eve of
Passover (the 14th Nisan or Erew Passover) coincides with Good
Friday — just as the evangelist John describes it.

Pesach reminds of the Exodus from Egypt, the liberation of
Israel from Egyptian slavery. After the biblical institution
(Exodus 12, 1-27), the feast is celebrated in the Jewish
spring month of Nisan, which in biblical times was considered
the first month of the year. Today, the Jewish year begins in
autumn with the Tishri (always 163 days after the first day of
the Passover feast), because this is the month in which
mankind was created, according to Jewish understanding: Almost
parallel to Easter 2020, Jews celebrate the Passover in the
year 5780 after the creation of the world. On April 8th (14th
Nisan) the feast days begin with the “Erew Pessach”, the eve
of the Pessach, and the traditional Seder meal, which 1is
celebrated in the family.

Unlike our solar calendar, in which the months are only a
vague reminder of the lunar cycles, the Jewish calendar as a
“lunisolar calendar” (or “bound lunar calendar”) follows the
Llunar months very precisely. At the same time, it also follows
the seasons, i.e. the solar year.

Because twelve lunar months correspond on average to only
354.37 days, but a solar year lasts 365.24 days on average,
the Jewish calendar must regularly insert leap months so that
the seasons and the months assigned to them do not fall apart.
For when spring begins depends on the sun, which on a day
between March 19 and 21 shines for as long as it is night.



This equinox marks the beginning of spring.

This also makes it clear that the spring full moon — and thus
Passover — can fall on any day of the week. At the Council of
Nicaea in the year 325, however, Christianity decided on a
dispute about the date of Easter that has been going on since
the time of the Original Christians, and determined that
Easter is to be celebrated on a Sunday.

Graphic overview of the date of Easter in John and the
Synoptics (Matthew, Mark, Luke).

Crucifixion on a major Jewish holiday? The evangelists present
the date of Jesus’ crucifixion in different ways. However, the
gospels agree on the weekdays of Easter: crucifixion on the
day before the Sabbath (“Friday”), burial rest on the Sabbath,
resurrection on the following day (“Sunday”). How the
evangelist John dates the Easter event 1is considered
historically more likely. The 14th Nisan (or Erew Pessach) and
Good Friday fell on a common date last in the year 2019.

The tradition of the Gospel writings about the exact date of
Jesus’ death 1is contradictory. The synoptists — the
evangelists Matthew, Mark and Luke — understand the Lord’s
Supper as a ritual banquet on the eve of Pesach — that is, on
the 14th of Nisan. The crucifixion would accordingly have
taken place on the afternoon of the main Jewish holiday of
Passover (15 Nisan) — which is regarded as rather improbable.

More plausible are the statements of John, who drops the
Passover feast in the year of Jesus’ death on a Sabbath. Thus
the last meal of Jesus with his disciples would not have been
a Pessach-Sedermahl, but an execution could have taken place
the day before the feast. Modern historians therefore favor
the statements of John.
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Passover: From Computus to Computer

Actually, since Nicaea, it seems quite simple to determine the
date of Easter: It is simply the first Sunday after the first
full moon after the spring equinox. However, if you want to
calculate the date of Easter in advance, there are highly
complex difficulties — at least without a computer. Before
mathematics became a free science, in the Middle Ages it
worked almost exclusively on the “Computus paschalis”, the
calculation of the date of Easter. It was only in 1800 that
the mathematical genius Carl Friedrich Gauss (1777-1855)
succeeded in packing the problem into a complex but clear set
of algebraic formulae.

Strictly speaking, these are two different sets of formulas
that Gauss had to develop. For as if the matter was not
already difficult enough, since the calendar reform of Pope
Gregory there have been two different Easter dates 1in
Christendom, because the Orthodox churches (except in Finland)
used the Julian calendar to calculate the date of Easter. The
Orthodox churches refer to the Jewish Passover 1in their
determination of dates — but in a negative way, as the Council
of Nicaea wanted it: Easter must always take place after the
Jewish Passover.

Like the Latin churches of the West, to celebrate Easter
exactly when the Jews also celebrate Passover (as was the case
this year) — this is therefore out of the question in the
Orthodox churches. In extreme cases, therefore, it may even be
that the Orthodox celebrate five weeks later than the churches
of the West. Joint Easter dates like in 2017 are possible, but
the exception.

A new Council that would help to establish a common date for
Easter for all of Christendom is not in sight. In 2020 the
Orthodox will celebrate in the week after us — when the Jewish
Passover period is already over.



The Latest Report Brings Good
& Bad News About House Prices

Why is the housing market important
to the economy?

The housing market is closely linked to consumer spending.

When house
prices go up, homeowners become better off and feel more
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confident.

Some people will borrow more against the value of their home,
either to

spend on goods and services, renovate their house, supplement
their

pension, or pay off other debt.

When house prices go down, homeowners risk that their house
will be

worth less than their outstanding mortgage. People are
therefore more

likely to cut down on spending and hold off from making
personal

investments.

Mortgages are the greatest source of debt for households in
the UK.

If many people take out large loans compared to their income
or the

value of their house, this can put the banking system at risk
in an

economic downturn.

Housing investment is a small but unpredictable part of how we
measure the total output of the economy. If you buy a newly
built home,

it directly contributes to total output (GDP),

for example through investment in land and building materials
as well

as creating jobs. The local area also profits when new houses
are built

as newcomers will start using local shops and services.
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Buying and selling existing homes does not affect GDP in the
same

way. The accompanying costs of a house transaction still
benefit the

economy, however. These can include anything from estate
agent, legal or

surveyor fees to buying a new sofa or paint.

Why do house prices change?

House prices have changed a lot over time.

The average house price was a little over £10,000 back in
1977. Roll

forward 40 years and the average price has risen to £200,000.
Even with

the general increase in the prices of goods and services,
house prices

are now around three times as expensive as they were in the
late 1970s.

For one thing, house prices tend to rise if people expect to
be

richer in the future. Normally that happens when the economy
is doing

well as more people are in work and wages are higher.

House prices also tend to rise if more people are able to
borrow

money to buy houses. The more lending banks and building
societies are



willing to provide, the more people can buy a house and prices
will
rise.

The Bank of England also affects house prices through setting
the key

interest rate in the economy. The lower interest rates are,
the lower

the cost of borrowing to pay for a house is, and the more
people are

able to afford to borrow to buy a house. That will also mean
prices will

tend to be higher.

There are also more fundamental reasons why house prices may
change.

For instance, demand for housing may rise if the population is
increasing or there are more single-person households. Growing
demand

usually means higher house prices.

Prices will also tend to be higher if fewer houses are built,
reducing the supply of housing. The fewer houses that are
built, the

more people will need to compete by increasing the amount of
money they

are willing to spend to buy a house

There have also been times when house prices have increased a
lot
just because people think prices will continue to rise. This



is called a

housing market bubble. Bubbles are always followed by housing
market

crashes when house prices fall sharply.

This happened in the 1980s. Between 1984 and 1989 house prices
doubled, which was much higher than the growth in people’s
earnings. The unsustainable rise was followed by over five
years of falling house prices. It then took until 1999 before
house prices had recovered to the level they were in 1989.
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0.J. Simpson Neighborhood’s
Cool With Juice on the Loose

imz/Backgrid

0.J. Simpson‘s getting the friendly neighborhood treatment in
the Vegas community where he’s shacking up, and it should stay
that way .. unless a media circus spoils it.

Several homeowners in the area where Simpson’s hanging out
tell TMZ .. they have no problem with him being there as long
as media presence in the ‘hood doesn’t get crazy. We're told
restaurants and other business establishments nearby don’t
care if 0.J. pops in .. and one restaurant owner says he’ll
gladly serve him a steak, just like anyone else.
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As for Simpson’s favorite hobby, golf .. our golf course
sources tell us he’'s welcome everywhere within driving
distance. We couldn’t find any course enforcing an 0.J. ban,
and one golf course staffer told us they might even invite
Simpson to participate in a tournament.

As we reported .. 0.J.'s staying in a sprawling Las Vegas
estate in a gated community, right next to a golf course.

So far, it seems .. the living’s easy.



